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Simplified legal structure 
 
Fortis Bank Nederland announces that it has completed the simplification of the legal structure, 
effective today. 
 
In its Annual Report 2008 and in the Interim Financial Statements 2009, Fortis Bank 
Nederland (Holding) N.V. announced its intention of simplifying its legal structure. After 
having obtained all necessary legal and regulatory approvals, on 1 September, by way of a 
legal merger in accordance with the Dutch Civil Code, Fortis Bank (Nederland) N.V. (the 
‘Disappearing Company’) merged into Fortis Bank Nederland (Holding) N.V. (the ‘Acquiring 
Company’). In the legal structure which was in place until 31 August, Fortis Bank (Nederland) 
N.V. was a subsidiary of Fortis Bank Nederland (Holding) N.V. 
 
As a result of the legal merger, the Acquiring Company acquired all assets and liabilities of the 
Disappearing Company by universal succession of title. The transfer by universal succession 
of title implies that for the assets and liabilities there were no special transfer requirements nor 
was there a need for cooperation by third parties, other than execution of the notarial deed of 
merger. The Disappearing Company has ceased to exist.  
 
The rating agencies - Standard & Poor's, Moody's and Fitch Ratings - have indicated the 
merger will have no impact on Fortis Bank Nederland (Holding) N.V.'s credit ratings. 
 
On 1 September, the effective date of the merger, Fortis Bank Nederland (Holding) N.V. 
changed its statutory name into Fortis Bank (Nederland) N.V.  
 
 
Fortis Bank Nederland 
Fortis Bank Nederland offers a comprehensive package of products and services to private, corporate and 
(alternative) institutional clients. The broad services vary from consumer finance and credit cards to factoring, trust, 
corporate, energy, commodities and shipping finance, transaction banking, clearing, custody and fund services, 
investment banking and financial markets services. 
 
 
Press contacts 
Press Office Fortis Bank Nederland, telephone number +31 (0)30 226 3219 

Professional market parties 
Institutional investors and other professional market parties are referred to the presentation 
published on www.fortis.nl/ir. Questions can be directed by email to Investor Relations at 
‘investor.relations@nl.fortis.com’. 
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